
See Sounds-Write in Action

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JNhHTmS5Mns


• Sounds-Write works from sound to print, so the children build on what they can already do which is 
say the word. They are taught to listen for the sounds, then to recognise the letters. ALL other 
schemes teach the letters first, then the skills.

• Sounds-Write quickly teaches children to swap sounds in words to make new words. This skill is vital 
for children to be able to change the sound represented by a letter/group of letters (e.g. <ea> 
represents /ae/ (great), /ee/  (meat) and /e/ (head) so children need to be able to change between 
the two sounds easily).

• Sounds-Write teaches all the skills the children need to master in Reception, so that they are not 
learning complicated code and skills at the same time in KS1 and beyond -  this is to avoid cognitive 
overload!

• Sounds-Write explicitly teaches children to read and spell with adjacent consonants in Reception, 
before it introduces the Extended code – this is a vital skill that many children really struggle with. 
However, it must be emphasised that we are teaching /b/ /r/ not /br/ - children do not need to 
recognise <b>, <r> and <br>.

Sounds Write- How to do dictation at home

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=85yBgfHbUrw


• Sounds-Write teaches the most common spellings of each sound together in a unit so the children learn very 
quickly that there is more than one way of spelling or representing a sound. This is then added to as the 
children revisit that sound.

• Sounds-Write is a scripted programme – this is to avoid inaccurate and confusing language being used. The 
first inaccuracy is that letters do not ‘say’ sounds but they are how the sound is spelled or represented. EAL 
and SEN children in particular really struggle when told that  <s> says /s/. To best support your children, 
language to avoid is ‘long and short sounds’, ‘magic e’, ‘silent letters’, ‘hard and soft sounds’, ‘tricky words’, 
‘exception words’ – it is a challenge but if you remember that we are working from the words and sounds we 
hear rather than the representation we see, it does make sense!

• Sounds-Write methodically teaches the 44 sounds of Standard English, represented by 177 different spellings 
– this does not happen overnight or ‘by magic’!



Reception - Word building

file://lc-dc/home$/staff/sbickerton/Downloads/say the sounds and read the word.MOV


Alex saying the sounds Sounds-Write Initial Code

Sound Swap (intro)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a8ZMfYjdN-s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cZNX39WqEE4








Year 1 starts

Year 1 ends Chapel Hill Reception ends

Sounds-Write in action

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JNhHTmS5Mns




At home……





Cvc words

Adjacent consonants, 
consonant digraphs th 
ch sh ck

Cvc words 
(unit 7)

Reading in 
Reception



Unit 1

Unit 8



www.sounds-write.co.uk/help-your-child-to-read-and-write/

http://www.sounds-write.co.uk/help-your-child-to-read-and-write/


Sounds-Write 
Unit 1 EC

Adjacent 
consonants, 
vowel digraphs

Reading in Year 1 – may be fewer words 
but more challenging code!



ee r

th

l f
ea



PSC

The Phonics Screening Check (PSC)

• The PSC is a low key assessment of children’s ability to decode words, not to read by sight.

• It includes cvc, vcc, cvcc, ccvc, cccvc and polysyllabic words. These may be real and 
• pseudo (or alien) words to ensure that children are reading by blending rather than by 
• memory.

• Children have opportunities to practise the format of this
assessment throughout the year which also helps us 
keep track of their progress.







• My child can recognise all the sounds but 
cannot blend – model, repeat, practice.

• My child confuses b, d and p – mirror 
invariance 

• My child forgets what they have read.

FAQs
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